
Di Morrissey's family joy

I'M A Cial'h
GRANDMA!

Success as an
author is great, but
nothing means more
to Di Morrissey than
sharing precious
moments with
her family, writes
CRAIG BENNETT

As
the reigning queen of

Aust ralian lict I o n. with
a string of bestsellers
behind her. DI Morrissey
is someone. who is veil,

rarely kist for wi srds.excopt when it
comes to her beloved family.

Indeed. the sclf-confeswd doting
grandmother iS pre Ct ic's I ly speechless
when three generations of her family
gather at her dough Let Gabrielie's
home on Olen isl and's Gold -Coast to
celebrate Mut her-s Da,

"I truly can't5t.op smiling.
Is magic.' says Dlas she lovingly
hot& granddaughter Sonoma, 2, and
grandson F.verton. 9 months. in her OFMN.
-Words cannot describe the joy of being
a grandmother or Gigi', 8S FT11 known_

-We don't u sr the ward 'grandmother'
In our fami1y. l'in affectionately known as
Gigi, which we decided ;1.ancis for &dom.
gorgOU115, gi, I i L'euu,, gregarious grandmotberi

is what Sonoma eallod me when she II rst
started to speak, and it'ssri beam i i k il it stuck r.

Clearly revelling asshe plays wii h the
Youngsters. Di. 63., reveals her greatest regret
is not living closer to Gabrielle. 39, and her
grandchildren. The distance between t /inn.
combined with her heavy work schedule.
makes occaskms like this all too ni re,

Fnrtuna fah/. technology Is inlaying a role
in keeping her family together.

-Sonoma is rmly two and she's already
Sky pin g," boasts Di. who II VeS near Tame

'Hie don't use the word iigrandmothei' in our
family. Im known as Gigi, which stancis for glorious,

gmgeous, generous, gregarious grandmother!'
on the NSW mid-North Coast. -We hum some
wonderful eh Eltti onSlc:i,pe Hod Norton. bless
him. Is beginning to get In on the act as welL.

There is another mass mum-of-t WO Di

suspects ihk, vuu Id he her best Mother's Day
vet Her son Nicolas, 37, who lives in the U.
experts to become a dad any day now. Di won't
be there to help welcome the little nne [litLi the
world hut she can barely contain herself_

"What a truly wonderful ittl in her's Day
gill d third gra ndchildr she exclaims.
-The exhilaration b incredible."

tlelle addition will doubtless add to I.WE
growing legion of fans, it's ecrt air& Ft brig
way from her early days of storytelling while

growing up In WI nginan.just up the road
From where she now

Wh I was live, Id sit in my grandparents'
old mulberry tree and tell the chcioks s
roe a/ ls Di with a smile. 'They were a ieerv

ppred LAM., taildienre ror rny fantastic varns."
family later moved in Pit twa Le r north

of Sydney where her neighbours Included
Rigged Aussie movie star Chips Rafferi y and
legend ary poet Dural heti add tar,

Bol h beca me important men tors in Di' s
especially after her he t her and younger brother
died in a boating accident when she was la

"I was 5111 so pun g.._ Li WITh alin2alt to
get my head around what had happened."P.
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SPend.ng Mother's
DaY 'kith daughter'

Gaprielie and
grandchildren

Ewar[on and Sonoma
vohlkdiakc Own*
nra ipecia/ foil*

.

r,
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she says_ "In many ways, it still. is. The rcm [kr.
the family waS held ingather thanks t o my
very Lruiig [noi lier. Kay. But IT was I )0Pot h
who suggested I pa rverything In wilting
I could later share my stories avith ethers."

In the wake of that Irgedy. believes

Mother's Dav became tin even more sporia I.

albeit emoi lentil, time for her.
'Tor most of my lilt' 1 didn't hive a father

so Mother's 1)Lty was even more celebrated
and important." she explains.

l]liimiiLeIv, I him gh. those experiences
, helpai inspire her k) WFik. Despiie a glittering

career in television, which saw her miervlcw
Hollywood stars cm morning Cood
Moroi/rig Ausindies during The she

traded it in to follow her dream.

-I'd always wanted ID Write,' I.)] says.
Wa 5 a lifelong burn iilg desire. and

Dort e bee Mar ladle r' s advice niggled.

learned Vnin Should never give Lip
on yin-1r dreams. I was nearly 4(1 when

my firgt book came out. tell everyone.
'Whatever you do. don't give up on your
dreams. because they do come

true'Ul'sromantic lite has alto come Cull
circle. For the past 12 years she's been
In a rela it inship with iIjernarnrapher
and documentary malwr Boris Ian] lc.

I

We firsi mei when I was l - Doris was.

seven years older and I though! he was just
the most exotic and handsome men." she says.
'Hut I was still at school and WIW Inti young
tor romance. Fasl4orwerd -3.11. years, we met
at a dinner party and die sparks of loyc flew

Net only theL but Fin back living in the
hes utillu I Ma en s Lug wiih Birk_ lust

stories (brow frtn-n Ingham. where
I was brought up."

Most id' ail. DI takes corridor I. in dn.

knowledge her growing elan can KA=

'To become a mother then a grandmotherfeels
deeply significant. 7he sense of continuation

is immensely comforting-for inc.'
together on special occasions - such as
Mother's Day - end he there fur each other.
After all, that's what lemilv are tor.

"Mum and I. last lied each other niter the.
accident I Ihal killed herded and hem her r
she says. looking around the room at her
daughter and (labrielle's gorgeous children.

So In becomes mother then a grandmoi her

myself feels deeply sign di4..ant.

'The sense of continuation, especially
tier Muiifs deeih in 2110 7 , immensely

ramfor [Ling tor me."
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